
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Debate Guidelines 
 

General Information 
CLUB 20 Candidate Debates are held each election year with the intent of these debates to expose CLUB 20 

membership to credible candidates running for state and federal offices within the boundaries of CLUB 20. In 

order to ensure an equitable and informative platform, CLUB 20 adheres strictly to the below rules and will not 

make exceptions or alterations to these rules. 

 

Who Can Participate? 
1. An incumbent seeking re-election for the same office 

2. Candidates whose party has a minimum of 2% of the registered voters within the respective district, in 

which they are seeking office, affiliated with it according to the Colorado Secretary of State, no later 

than 30 calendar days prior to the date of the candidate debate. (Includes all candidates affiliated with a 

party) 

3. Any candidate whose polling results, as conducted by the Colorado Mesa University Social Research 

Center-when available, are above 15% no later than 30 calendar days prior to the date of the candidate 

debate. Club 20 will not accept polling results from any other institution, business, or organization. If no 

poll is conducted, the candidate will have to revert to the requirements listed in item 2. 

4. An unaffiliated candidate must reach the above minimum threshold of 15% of polling results as 

conducted by the Colorado Mesa University Social Research Center, when available, in order to be 

invited to participate. Again, Club 20 will not accept polling results from any other institution, business, 

or organization. If no poll is conducted, the Club 20 Executive Committee will evaluate requests for 

participation taking into consideration any available polling data and campaign fundraising efforts 

among other factors to inform their decision. The final decision as to whether the unaffiliated candidate 

will be asked to participate will be made by the Club 20 Executive Committee. 

 

How Does CLUB 20 Determine What Percentage of Voters are Affiliated with a Party in a 

Particular District? 
During any election year, the Colorado Secretary of State publishes voter registration figures which break down 

the number of voters affiliated with a particular party within the specified district of each elected office. CLUB 

20 takes the number of voters affiliated with a party and divides that figure by the number of registered voters 

within that district to determine the percentage of voters affiliated with that party in that specific district. 

 

As an example: If the Third Congressional District (3rd CD) has 25,000 voters registered to vote in the 

upcoming election and 7,500 of those are registered with the Democrat Party, the percentage of Democrats 

affiliated with the party within the 3rd CD would be 30%. The Democrat running for Congress in the 3rd CD 

would meet the minimum threshold for inclusion and would thus be invited to participate in the debates.  

 

Please keep in mind that CLUB 20 will use the most up to date figures provided by the Colorado Secretary of 

State no later than 30 calendar days prior to the date of the candidate debate.  
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When is the Deadline to Reach the Minimum Threshold? 
All candidates for office MUST reach the minimum threshold of having at least 2% of registered voters within 

that district affiliated with which the party they are running by NO LATER than 30 calendar days prior to the 

date of the candidate debate.  

 

Example: If the candidate debate is held on September 8th, the candidates running for office must meet the 

minimum threshold no later than mid-night on August 8th.  

 

Why Does CLUB 20 Use the Percentage of Voters Registered with a Party and Not Polling 

Figures? 
Due to the rural nature of Western Colorado and the limited number of media outlets and institutions who 

conduct candidate polling, CLUB 20 will use the Colorado Secretary of State’s voter registration figures as a 

more accurate barometer of the political make up of Western Colorado and the specific office in question for 

those affiliated with a party. 

 

Elected Offices Invited to Participate 
Federal 

Both Colorado Senate Seats, the 2nd and 3rd Congressional Districts, and Presidential candidates/surrogates will 

be invited to participate 

 

State 

All State of Colorado Elected Officials including: Governor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Attorney General, 

and 3rd CD Colorado State Board of Education candidates will be invited to participate if they meet the above 

requirements. State Senate and House of Representatives candidates whose district falls within the CLUB 20 

region and who meet the above requirements will also be invited to participate. 

 

What is the Format? 
State and Federal debates will allow both (or more) candidates an opportunity to address the audience (Opening 

and Closing comments), to respond to a panel of questioners (Q & A session) and to address each other (Cross-

Examination session). The length of the debate and each section will depend on whether the office is at the state 

or federal level. Please see the last pages of this document for more detailed information. 

 

Each contested office debate will begin with a coin toss to determine the order of presentation AND choice of 

podium on the stage. The debate will begin with an introduction of the candidates by the debate moderator and a 

brief overview of the format and rules for the benefit of the candidates and audience members. Each candidate 

will then have the opportunity to make opening remarks which will be followed by a brief Q & A session with 

pre-selected panelists. CLUB 20 does our best to choose panelists who represent or reside in the district in 

question. The panelists will ask each of the candidates a series of pre-determined questions and each candidate 

will have the opportunity to respond. Questions WILL NOT be shared with candidates in advance. 

 

The Q & A portion will be followed by a brief Cross-Examination section where each candidate will be given a 

few minutes to ask questions of their opponent on matters PERTINENT TO THE RACE OR OFFICE. If a 

candidate is presenting a monologue or if the candidates are disrespectful toward each other in any way, the 

moderator reserves the right to intervene and may choose to end the debate if candidates are unable to be 

respectful of one another or are unable to follow CLUB 20’s rules and guidelines. 

 



 

 

Some races may have three candidates who meet the minimum threshold for inclusion in the debate. CLUB 20 

has a debate format for such instances which can be found near the end of this document. 

How are the Moderator’s and Panelists Chosen? 
CLUB 20 chooses moderators based a variety of factors including their level of involvement with CLUB 20, 

their ability to remain non-partisan, their relationship to the district for which debate they will be moderating, 

their professionalism and ability to remain in control of the debate, etc.  

 

CLUB 20 makes every effort to ensure that the panelists for the Question & Answer section represent the two 

major political parties, the district in which the candidates are running, issue areas that are most pressing to that 

district, etc. The questions asked by the panelists are developed in advance of the candidate debates and will 

focus on the issues most directly impacting the district in question. For federal races, questions will be asked 

that pertain to federal issues impacting all of Western Colorado. 

 

Questions will not be shared with candidates in advance of the debate. Candidates are welcome to submit 

questions or topics to CLUB 20 staff, however, these questions may or may not be used either in part or in full 

during the debates. Questions are developed in consultation with the CLUB 20 membership and are approved in 

advance by CLUB 20 leadership.  

 

Who will be in Attendance? 
Typically, the CLUB 20 candidate debates bring in citizens from across Western Colorado and the state as a 

whole. As one of the first debates in the State of Colorado during election season, we often receive great interest 

from Colorado residents and the media alike.  

 

The political makeup of the audience is unknown, as we do not ask attendees for their political affiliation. 

 

Depending on the debate/race in question, our attendance can vary from 50-500 or more participants.  

 

Will the Debates be Filmed? 
CLUB 20 will invite media coverage of the debates and will not allow exclusivity to any media outlet. CLUB 

20 may provide a mult box which can be used by candidates’ official campaign staff for filming. CLUB 20 will 

not provide tables or a designated area for staffers to “fact check” during the debates. Any staffers wishing to 

“fact check” on their laptops or personal devices may do so from the audience or in the designated dressing 

room for that candidate. CLUB 20 will not provide wireless internet other than what is already provided by the 

facility/venue. For technical questions, please contact CLUB 20 staff. 

 

Can I Film the Debates? 
Candidates should be aware that any audience member may film the debate on their personal device. CLUB 20 

makes every effort to discourage private filming of the debates, however, we cannot legally ban filming by paid 

participants. As mentioned previously, candidates are welcome to have their staff members film the debates and 

are welcome to utilize a mult box IF one is provided. 

 

How Will the Stage be Set Up and Other Logistics? 

Candidate Dressing Rooms:  In order to avoid the anticipated crowd immediately prior to the debates, we will 

reserve a dressing room within the facility (but set apart from the main auditorium) for each political 

party.   Each party’s candidates who are participating in the evening debates will share that dressing 

room. 



 

 

Auditorium Set-Up: 

The room will be set in theatre style with seating for approximately 1000 people. 

The stage will be set with three podiums (one for each candidate and one for the moderator, four podiums 

in the case of a 3-way debate) and a table and chairs will be set up to the side of the stage for the panelists. 

Our timer will be located prominently in the front and center row and provide timing cues for each 

candidate at the appropriate 1-minute, 30-second, and 15-second triggers. 

In addition to any television cameras located on the floor, the media will have reserved seating in the front 

and center row. 

Reserved seating will be made available for any candidates’ campaign staff and/or family members. 

Candidates or their staff must reserve their seats with CLUB 20 staff no later than one week prior to the 

debate. 

Seating for CLUB 20 members will be reserved directly behind the media and campaign staff.  Open 

seating will be provided for the general public. 

Stage Entrance:   Candidates will be asked to leave their dressing rooms and assemble in a secure area beside 

the stage 5 minutes before their scheduled debate and will be invited on stage as the debate moderator 

introduces them.   

Campaign Signage:  Each of the participating campaigns will be invited to display campaign materials on a 

table in the atrium of the facility. This table will be shared with other candidates running for office. 

Candidates are permitted to hang a small campaign sign on their respective podium during the duration of 

the debate. Signs must be hung with stick tack only and must be removed by campaign staff immediately 

following the conclusion of the debate. The chloroplast yard style signs tend to be the best for hanging on 

the podium. All other campaign signage will be prohibited and attendees will be required to check any 

such signs at the door. Campaign t-shirts will be allowed. 

Disruptions:   Noisemakers (bullhorns, whistles, etc) are prohibited and must be checked at the door; any such 

noisemakers not checked at the door beforehand will be confiscated or the person responsible will be 

removed from the auditorium. While enthusiastic applause is expected, disruptive and/or rude behavior by 

anyone will not be tolerated and those individuals responsible will be removed from the auditorium. 

Security: CLUB 20 will hire professional security services as necessary. 

 

Can a Candidate Purchase a Block of Tickets? 
The venue capacity is 1100 people. CLUB 20 will reserve a minimum of 300 tickets for registered CLUB 20 

attendees. Tickets will be made available for each participating campaign to purchase in advance of the event. 

Candidates interested in purchasing a block of tickets should contact CLUB 20 staff for pricing and availability. 

If a candidate chooses to purchase a block of tickets, those tickets can either be mailed to campaign staff or 

picked up at the venue on the day of the event. CLUB 20 staff WILL NOT distribute these tickets to debate 

attendees in any way on behalf of the campaign.  

 

200 tickets will be made available for sale to the general public with a maximum of 4 tickets allowed for 

purchase by any one individual.  

 



 

 

 

 

Will There be Different Microphone Options to Choose From? 
For use during the debate, candidates may choose from a handheld or lavalier (ear piece) microphone as 

availability permits. CLUB 20 will make every effort to ensure that each candidate has everything they need for 

a successful and equitable debate experience. 

 

Additional Questions or Concerns 
CLUB 20 strives to put on a high quality informative debate experience for audience members and candidates 

alike. We will do everything in our power, within reason and the scope of these guidelines, to accommodate 

special requests from candidates. If a candidate has any questions or requires further information, they should 

contact CLUB 20 staff using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 

 

 

These policies were adopted by the CLUB 20 Executive Committee on January 12th, 2018. 

 

 

 


