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President Clinton’s deficit reduction proposal might help America as a whole, but it could hurt 

some of its parts, including rural Colorado, U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell said Saturday.  

Campbell, a Democrat, joined Colorado’s senior senator, Republican Hank Brown, in speaking 

to about 250 members of Club 20, a coalition of Western Slope business and community leaders, 

at the group’s 40th anniversary meeting in Grand Junction. 

Both questioned the proportion of new taxes to federal budget cuts in the Clinton plan.   

Campbell said there are at least five aspects of the Clinton plan that are critical to the interests of 

western Colorado, including the proposed increases in energy taxes and grazing fees, cuts in 

agricultural subsidies and limits on timber sales. 

“I’m afraid the ripple effect in the western states will be more than we can handle,” Campbell 

said, adding that one in five jobs could be lost as a result. 

The energy tax, in particular, runs contrary to efforts to become less dependent on foreign oil, he 

said. 

“I can’t understand why you’d do anything to make it more difficult to produce domestic oil,” he 

said. 

“Rural America gets hit harder with this energy tax because, first, we’re the producers, and 

second, we have to drive farther,” he said. 

Campbell is part of what he called a “western coalition” of Democratic senators who are likely to 

challenge the president on some key points of his economic package. 

“Democrats in the West have so far been silent (on the Clinton plan),” Campbell said.  “There 

are some concepts we agree with, but we’ve got some questions.” 



They’ve proposed an additional $105 billion in budget cuts, including elimination of the $8 

billion Supercollider project in Texas.   

“There are a number of things we can offer that I think he’ll take into consideration,” Campbell 

said. 

Leaders of Club 20 said they were pleased to welcome Campbell as the first Western Slope 

politician to go to the U.S. Senate in the organization’s 40-year history. 

Brown, who introduced $678 billion in spending cuts recently, blasted the Clinton plan for being 

too hard on the “small guy”, who Brown said will bear the brunt of proposed tax increases. 

Turning his attention to water issues, Brown said that a new Forest Service policy of acquiring 

water rights in exchange for permits to use federal lands amounts to “extortion”. 

“This is merely an attempt to extract water from Colorado,” Brown said.  “And I’m going to 

fight it”. 

A panel discussion later in the day focused on the controversial issue of so-called “bypass 

flows”. 

Elizabeth Estill, regional forester for the Forest Service, explained that the agency is stuck 

between a rock and a hard place, trying to promote the multiple-use concept on one hand and 

attempting to uphold federal laws such as the Endangered Species Act on the other. 

Estill said that normal stream-flows are adequate in most cases.  Additional water rights are 

required, however, in special situations when stream-flows are down. 

“We’re damned if we do and damned if we don’t,” she said.  “We shouldn’t allow this to elevate 

into a legal battle for lawyers.” 


